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General Regulations, Policies and Entry Specifications 
 
EVERY CLASS OFFERED HEREIN WHICH IS COVERED BY THE RULES AND SPECIFICATIONS OF THE CURRENT FEDERATION 
RULE BOOK WILL BE CONDUCTED AND JUDGED IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH. 
US EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION rules are in force from the moment show management allows access to the showgrounds. This 
includes conduct, correct saddlery and equipment, and attire. 
 
Liability:  Horses by their inherent nature present a risk. This show, the management, the USEF Licensee, and the facility will 
not be responsible for any loss or damage or injury to horses exhibited, or for any article of any kind or nature that may be 
lost or destroyed, or in any way injured. Each exhibitor will be responsible for any injury that may be occasioned to any 
person, whomsoever, by any horse owned or exhibited by said exhibitor and shall indemnify the show, the management, the 
show committee and volunteers, the USEF Licensee, the USEF and USDF, or any member thereof, against all claims and 
demands, of any nature or kind, that may grow out of any injury occasioned by any horses owned or exhibited by them, or 
arise from the negligence of the person in charge of any such horse. All horses exhibited in this show participate entirely at 
the owner’s risk. Neither the Organizing Committee, show volunteers and staff, the facility or its owners, USEF or USDF or 
their members will be responsible for any damage, injury, or loss to persons, horses, or property of exhibitors or spectators. 
All owners and competitors are personally responsible for damages to third parties caused by themselves, their employees, 
their agents or their horses. They are therefore strongly advised to take out third‐party insurance providing full coverage for 
participation in equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to date 
 
Additionally, Alpine Farms, and their officials, sponsors and employees will not be responsible for any accident or loss which 
may occur to any exhibitor, spectators, guest, rider, groom, attendant or other employee, animal, or equipment at any of the 
competition. 
 
USEF Membership Statement (GR901.9):  Life, senior active and junior active members shall be eligible to participate in all 
classes at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions at the Modified Level or above and Combined Driving Competitions 
at the Advanced Level, Dressage, Reining and Vaulting Competitions and Endurance Rides. A non-member may participate as 
a handler, rider, driver, owner, lessee, or agent, at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions, Dressage Competitions, 
Reining Competitions and Combined Driving Competitions upon payment of a Show Pass fee. Participants in the following 
classes are exempted from the Requirements of this rule: 1) leadline; 2) exhibitions; 3) games and races; 4) classes for 4-H 
members; 5) walk trot and academy classes (academy classes are classes limited to horses used regularly in a lesson 
program); 6) USDF introductory level tests, pas de deux and quadrille classes; 7) assistant handlers in Dressage Sport Horse 
Breeding classes. 
 
Exhibitors should exercise extreme caution before medicating their horses and should be aware of the US EQUESTRIAN 
FEDERATION rules governing drugs and medications. Any questions about the use of certain medications and regarding Rule 
IV should be directed to the USEF Federation Equine Drugs and Medications Program, 956 King Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 
43212‐2655. (800) 633‐2472, (614) 299‐7707, FAX (614) 299‐7706. 
 
Warning: Under the Equine Activity Liability Act, each participant who participates in an equine activity expressly assumes 
the risks of engaging in and legal responsibility for injury, loss, or damage to person or property resulting from the risk of 
equine activities. 
 
A trainer is defined as any adult who has responsibility for the horse on the competition grounds and must sign the entry 
form. 
 
Protective Headgear Rule:  From the time horses are officially admitted to the competition grounds by competition 
management, anyone mounted on a horse at any time on the competition grounds including non‐competing riders, riders on 
non‐competing horses and those competing in all classes and tests must wear protective headgear as defined by this rule 
and otherwise in compliance with GR801. Any rider violating this rule at any time must be immediately prohibited from 
further riding until such headgear is properly in place. Protective headgear is defined a riding helmet which meets or exceeds 
ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials)/SEI (Safety Equipment Institute) standards for equestrian use and carries 
the SEI tag. The harness must be secured and properly fitted. 
 
 
Show Management reserves the right to vary or add officials and refuse any entry for a cause; to disqualify any exhibitor 
and/or his or her horse for cause; to cause an exhibitor to forfeit his or her ribbons and winnings for cause; to return any 
entry and/or stall fee before or during the show for cause; all without being liable for damage or compensation. Show 
management reserves the right to make any changes deemed necessary for the safe and efficient conduct of this 
competition. 
 



 
Bridle Numbers:  Bridle numbers must be worn at all times when a horse is being exercised or ridden. 
 
Important notice to all affected parties:  Third parties may come upon the property or enter the facilities where any herein 
described or listed event will occur; provided, that this is a license to enter the premises, for the purpose of observing or 
participating in the event, but not otherwise, and such license to any individual is subject to revocation by the owner, lessee 
or organizer, and entry for any purpose other than granted herein, shall be deemed criminal trespass and subject to 
appropriate legal proceedings. 
 
Sharps Disposal:  Competition management may fine any individuals including trainers, owners, exhibitors, or their agents 
up to $100 for improper disposal of needles or other sharp disposable instruments. Containers are located in each barn. 
 
Dogs:  Facility rules require that dogs must be on a leash (not to exceed 6 feet in length) or suitably restrained in a tack 
stall/cage etc. Loose animals/animals left in vehicles in distress, etc. can and will be removed from the grounds at the 
owner's expense. 
 
Membership/Registration Requirements for GAIG/USDF Qualifying Classes:  Riders must be current USDF Participating 
members and USEF members (Junior, Senior or Life) in good standing. Horses must be USDF Lifetime Registered and USEF 
Annual or Lifetime Recorded. Horses with only an HID membership are not eligible. Owners must be current USDF 
Participating or Business members and USEF members (Junior, Senior or Life) in good standing.  For current Great 
American/USDF Championship requirements: www.usdf.org/competitions/competitionschampionships/regionals/index.asp 
 
Show Schedule and Ride Time Conflicts:  It is the responsibility of the rider to inform the management of any time conflicts 
as soon as possible after receiving the schedule. Changes need to be requested in the show office by 3 PM the day prior. 
 
Prize Giving/Award Ceremonies:  Per USEF Rule DR123.13, “Participation in prize-giving (awards) ceremonies by placed 
rider/horse combinations may be mandatory and failure to participate may result in loss of prizes and prize money at the 
discretion of Competition Management. Specific requirements and penalties for failure to participate in prize-giving 
ceremonies must be announced in the prize list.” This show does NOT require a prize giving/awards ceremony, instead, 
ribbons will be given to competitors at the end of each class and can be picked up in the show office. 
 
FEDERATION ENTRY AGREEMENT 
By entering a Federation-licensed Competition and signing this entry blank as the Owner, Lessee, Trainer, Manager, Agent, 
Coach, Driver, Rider, Handler, Vaulter or Longeur and on behalf of myself and my principals, representatives, employees and 
agents, I agree that I am subject to the Bylaws and Rules of The United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. (the “Federation”) 
and the local rules of the competition. I agree to be bound by the Bylaws and Rules of the Federation and of the competition. 
I will accept as final the decision of the Hearing Committee on any question arising under the Rules, and agree to release and 
hold harmless the competition, the Federation, their officials, directors and employees for any action taken under the Rules. 
I represent that I am eligible to enter and/or participate under the Rules, and every horse I am entering is eligible as entered. 
I also agree that as a condition of and in consideration of acceptance of entry, the Federation and/or the Competition may 
use or assign photographs, videos, audios, cable - casts, broadcasts, internet, film, new media or other likenesses of me and 
my horse taken during the course of the competition for the promotion, coverage or benefit of the competition, sport, or the 
Federation. Those likenesses shall not be used to advertise a product and they may not be used in such a way as to 
jeopardize amateur status. I hereby expressly and irrevocably waive and release any rights in connection with such use, 
including any claim to compensation, invasion of privacy, right of publicity, or to misappropriation. The construction and 
application of Federation rules are governed by the laws of the State of New York, and any action instituted against the 
Federation must be filed in New York State. See USEF Rule GR908.4. 
 
Safe Sport: All USEF Life and Senior Active members, as well as participants who have regular contact with minor athletes, 
are required to comply with the U.S. Center for SafeSport training requirement to be eligible to participate in the 
competition. All participants must adhere to the U.S. Center for SafeSport Code, USEF Safe Sport Policy, and the Minor 
Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies. More information about these can be found at www.usef.org. 
 
Current Rules:  The rules may have changed from the current USEF Rule Book. It is the competitor's responsibility to check 
the current USEF Rule Book for any changes. Current rules can be found on www.usef.org. 
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For and in consideration of United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. dba US Equestrian (“USEF”) allowing me, the undersigned, to participate in any 
capacity (including as a rider, driver, handler, vaulter, longeur, lessee, owner, agent, coach, official, trainer or volunteer) in a USEF sanctioned, licensed or 
approved event or activity, including but not limited to equestrian clinics, practices, shows, competitions and related or incidental activities and  
________________________________(“USEF Event” or “USEF Events”); I, for myself, and on behalf of my spouse, children, heirs and next of kin, 
and any legal and personal representatives, executors, administrators, successors,, and assigns, hereby agree to and make the following contractual repre-
sentations pursuant to this Agreement (the “Agreement”):

A.	RULES AND REGULATIONS: I hereby agree that I have read, understand, and agree to be bound by all applicable Federation Bylaws, rules, and policies 
including the USEF Safe Sport Policy and Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPP) as published at www.usef.org, as amended from time to time.

B.	ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK: I knowingly, willingly, and voluntarily acknowledge the inherent risks associated with the sport of equestrian and know that 
horseback riding and related equestrian activities are inherently dangerous, and that participation in any USEF Event involves risks and dangers including, with-
out limitation, the potential for serious bodily injury (including broken bones, head or neck injuries), sickness and disease (including communicable diseases), 
trauma, pain & suffering, permanent disability, paralysis and death; loss of or damage to personal property (including my mount & equipment) arising out of the 
unpredictable behavior of horses; exposure to extreme conditions and circumstances; accidents involving other participants, event staff, volunteers or specta-
tors; contact or collision with other participants and horses, natural or manmade objects; adverse weather conditions; facilities issues and premises conditions; 
failure of protective equipment (including helmets); inadequate safety measures; participants of varying skill levels; situations beyond the immediate control of 
the USEF Event organizers and competition management; and other undefined, not readily foreseeable and presently unknown risks and dangers (“Risks”).  

EQUINE ACTIVITY LIABILITY ACT WARNING:
CAUTION: HORSEBACK RIDING AND EQUINE ACTIVITIES CAN BE DANGEROUS. RIDE AT YOUR OWN RISK.

Under the laws of most States, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for any injury to, or the death of, a participant in 
equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities.

C.	ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I understand that the aforementioned Risks may be caused in whole or in part or result directly or indirectly from the negligence 
of my own actions or inactions, the actions or inactions of others participating in the USEF Events, or the negligent acts or omissions of the Released Par-
ties defined below, and I hereby voluntarily and knowingly assume all such Risks and responsibility for any damages, liabilities, losses, or expenses that I 
incur as a result of my participation in any USEF Events.  I also agree to be responsible for any injury or damage caused by me, my horse, my employees or 
contractors under my direction and control at any USEF Event.

D.	WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY, HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNITY: In conjunction with my participation in any USEF Event, I hereby release, waive 
and covenant not to  sue, and further agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the following parties:  USEF, USEF Recognized Affiliate Associations, 
the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee (USOPC), USEF clubs, members, Event participants (including athletes/riders, coaches, trainers, judg-
es/officials, and other personnel), the Event owner, licensee, and competition managers; the promoters, sponsors, or advertisers of any USEF Event; any 
charity or other beneficiary which may benefit from the USEF Event; the owners, managers, or lessors of any facilities or premises where a USEF Event may 
be held; and all directors, officers, employees, agents, contractors, and volunteers of any of the aforementioned parties (Individually and Collectively, the 
“Released Parties” or “Event Organizers”), with respect to any liability, claim(s), demand(s), cause(s) of action, damage(s), loss, or expense (including 
court costs and reasonable attorney fees) of any kind or nature (“Liability”) which may arise out of, result from, or relate in any way to my participation in 
the USEF Events, including claims for Liability caused in whole or in part by the negligent acts or omissions of the Released Parties. 

E.	COMPLETE AGREEMENT AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: This Agreement represents the complete understanding between the parties regarding these issues 
and no oral representations, statements or inducements have been made apart from this Agreement.  If any provision of this Agreement is held to be 
unlawful, void, or for any reason unenforceable, then that provision shall be deemed severable from this Agreement and shall not affect the validity and 
enforceability of any remaining provisions.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS DOCUMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY, UNDERSTAND ALL OF ITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS, AND KNOW IT CONTAINS AN ASSUMPTION 
OF RISK, RELEASE AND WAIVER FROM LIABILITY, AS WELL AS A HOLD HARMLESS AND  INDEMNIFICATION OBLIGATIONS.

By signing below, I (as the participant or as the Parent/Legal Guardian of the minor identified below) hereby accept and agree to the terms and condi-
tions of this Agreement in connection with my (or the minor’s) participation in any USEF Event.  If, despite this Agreement, I, or anyone on my behalf or the 
minor’s behalf, makes a claim for Liability against any of the Released Parties, I will indemnify, defend and hold harmless each of the Released Parties 
from any such Liabilities as the result of such claim.

The parties agree that this agreement may be electronically signed. The parties agree that the electronic signatures appearing on this agreement 
are the same as handwritten signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability, and admissibility.

  RIDER/DRIVER/HANDLER/VAULTER/LONGEUR     OWNER     TRAINER    OFFICIAL     STAFF     VOLUNTEER      COACH  (IF APPLICABLE)

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:_____________ Print Name:___________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: (Required if Rider/Driver/Handler/Vaulter/Longeur is a minor)____________________________________________________Date:_______________

Print Parent//Guardian Name:__________________________________Emergency Contact Phone No._________________________________

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY,
ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION : 4001 WING COMMANDER WAY : LEXINGTON, KY 40511 : 859.810.8733 : FAX 859.721.1151 : USEF.ORG
© United States Equestrian Federation® All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
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